THE JOURNEY TO THE
BEGINNING

BY JOHN AMES



Jeremiah 30:22

“‘So you will be my
people,

and | will be your
God.”
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Exodus 12 the death of the first
born of Egypt.

The institution of the Passover,
the sacrifice of the Passover lamb.



The release of
bondage of Egypt!



Even though the Nation of Israel
did not see it! This was a very big
step that God took in the
preparation for the sacrifice of
Jesus on the cross!



As the nation of Israel went
through the mountains and
valleys of following God and then

backsliding, following God, then
backsliding.



And then another big move by
God!

David Becomes King
Over Israel















A very important piece to God’s
plan

the Messiah (Jesus) would come
from the lineage of king David
approximately 1,000 years later



The descendants of king David
would rule Judea and Jerusalem
for over 400 years until being
taken into captivity by the
Babylonians



We see God using David as a
prophetic voice foretelling of the
crucifixion of Jesus in psalm 22!

1,000 years before it happens!
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The birth of Jesus! Both Joseph
and Mary were descendants of
king David, which made Jesus
rightful heir to the throne of Judea









Skipping all the way to the
death of Lazarus.

| believe this is a big key to the
mental preparedness of the
resurrection of Jesus



This takes place in Bethany
about 2 miles from Jerusalem,
when Jesus arrives Lazarus had
been dead 4 days.






The next step is when Jesus calls
Lazarus out of the tomb! It is a
very public display, and the
disciples and Jews from Jerusalem
and many others see that Jesus
had power over death.



| believe this was Gods plan to
prepare people to accept the
resurrection of Jesus!

Instead of fear, since this takes
place just before the crucifixion of
Jesus.



38 Jesus, once more deeply
moved, came to the tomb. It was
a cave with a stone laid across the
entrance.



39 “Take away the stone,” he
said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the
sister of the dead man, “by this
time there is a bad odor, for he
has been there four days.”



40 Then Jesus said, “Did | not
tell you that if you believe, you
will see the glory of God?”



41 So they took away the stone.
Then Jesus looked up and said,
“Father, | thank you that you have
heard me.



42 | knew that you always hear
me, but | said this for the benefit
of the people standing here, that
they may believe that you sent

144

me.



43 When he had said this, Jesus
called in a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out!”



44 The dead man came out, his

hands and feet wrapped with
strips of linen, and a cloth around

his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the
grave clothes and let him go.”



Then it goes on to the plot to kill
Jesus, the crucifixion and the
burial, and the placement of the
guards, and the resurrection on
Sunday morning



there is a great deal more to talk
about, the prophecy of Caiaphas,
the trial, those are things that you
here about from so many
preachers, | wanted this to be a
broader picture of Gods plan.



to help you understand how
special this years celebration of
this years “Easter” is | will try to
explain how Easter is decided on



An equinox is a date when night
and day are exactly the same
length. Two occur during the year,
one signaling the beginning of
spring



Easter is always the first Sunday
after the first full moon after the
spring Equinox, the Equinox in
2018 was March 20th



the first full moon after March
20th 2018 was March 31st

The Jewish Passover started
March 30th at sundown



the full moon on March 31st
known as the Paschal moon
(Passover moon) was also a blue
moon!



A blue moon is a rare occasion
when we have 2 full moons in one
month , the second full moon is
called a blue moon! Blue moons
happens about every 2.7 years



this has been a very special
vear! We will have 13 full moons
this year ! And the month of
February did not have a full moon.



we have had in 2018 two blue
moons! One on January 31st and
one on march 31st, the one on
January 31st was also a total lunar

eclipse!



The last time a blue moon was
a total lunar eclipse was 1866

152 years ago!



As amazing as that all sounds
that is not the best part of today!



in John 3:16 Jesus says

16 For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.



Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15
that the Resurrection of Jesus is
the foundation of our Christian
faith, without believing in the

resurrection of Jesus we have
nothing



John 20:29

29 Then Jesus told him,
“Because you have seen me, you
have believed; blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have
believed.”



