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Today I want to talk about the commandment that Jesus gave to his disciples just before 

he ascended into heaven. It is found in Matthew 28. At the beginning of this chapter, we 

are taken to the tomb where Jesus had been buried. Mary Magdalene and the other  Mary 

went to look at the tomb. There had been a violent earthquake as an angel of the Lord 

had come down from heaven and after going to the tomb, had rolled away the stone that 

had been placed and secured in place by guards. Pilate had commanded the chief  priests 

to do this after they had told him that the "deceiver" had declared that after three days, 

he would rise again from the dead. They asked Pilate to order the tight security until after 

the third day to prove that he was an imposter. They feared that the disciples might come 

and steal the body and then tell people that he had risen from the dead and the last 

deception would be far worse than the first. 

All the guards that stood by the tomb were unbelievers until the earthquake shook the 

earth and the angel appeared as lightening and his clothes were white as snow. They were 

so afraid that they shook and fell down as dead men. The angel spoke to the women and 

told them not to be afraid for he realized that they were there to visit the tomb of Jesus 

who had been crucified. He told them that he had risen so he wasn't there but he invited 

them to come in and see the place where Jesus had laid. Then they were told to go quickly 

and tell his disciples that he had risen and he would be going ahead of them into Galilee. 

There they would see him. He ended the conversation by saying, "Now I have told you." 

The women hurried away from the tomb, still afraid but full of joy and they hurried to tell 

the disciples the wonderful news. Suddenly Jesus met them and greeted them. They went to 

him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus told them not to be afraid but to go 

tell his brothers to go to Galilee for there they would see him. 

Satan always has a counterfeit for truth and this was no exception. While the women ran 

to tell the good news to the Lord's disciples, the guards went into the city to report the 

account of the resurrection to the chief priests. The chief priests met with the elders and 

devised a plan giving the guards large sums of money in exchange for their cooperation in 

spreading a lie so people would not believe that Jesus had risen from the dead. They were 

paid to report that while they were sleeping; his disciples came during the night and stole 

the body from the tomb. "If this report gets back to the governor, we will satisfy him and 

protect you from any repercussions". So the soldiers did as they were told after taking the 

money and the story was widely circulated among the Jews even to the time that the book 

of Matthew was written. 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee as they had been instructed and went to the mountain 

where Jesus was waiting for them. They worshiped him, but some doubted. Then Jesus told 

them that all authority in heaven and in earth had been given to him by his Father. Therefore 

they were to go throughout the whole world and make disciples baptizing them 

 



in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. They were to teach them to 

obey everything Jesus had commanded them to and he assured them that he would be with 

them always, to the very end of the age. 

What is the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit? Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

are not names; they are titles. Look at John 5:41. Here Jesus declares that he doesn't 

testify concerning himself, but his Father's testimony is true and valid. He dec lared that 

his Father sent him to do a work and he was going to finish what he had been sent to 

accomplish. He told the Jews that they didn't believe in him because they didn't know the 

Father and they studied the Scriptures because they believed that they would have eternal 

life. However the Scriptures testified of the authenticity of Jesus as the Messiah and they 

refused to believe and hardened their hearts to the point that even the Scriptures were not 

enough to convince them, the miracles didn't convince them and the words that Jesus 

spoke were tuned out from the unbeliever's ears so they could not receive the truth. In 

verse 43, Jesus said that he came in his Father's name and they would not accept him. If 

someone came in his own name, they would receive and accept him. He asked them this 

question, "How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort 

to obtain the praise that comes from the only God." In Isaiah 43:3, The LORD God of 

Israel declares that he alone is the Savior for he is the LORD, their God, The Holy One of 

Israel. In Hosea 13:4, it reads like this, "But I am the LORD your God, who brought you 

out of Egypt. You shall acknowledge no God but me, no Savior except me." Compare this 

with Deuteronomy 18:15-18. Moses prophesied that God would raise up a prophet from 

among their brothers and they were to listen to him for his words would be from the 

Heavenly Father and everything that he spoke, that he did, that he would accomplish 

would be in obedience to his Father. 

Matthew 1:22 says that the virgin Mary heard the words from the angel, Gabriel telling 

her that she would give birth to a son and she was to call his name "Jesus" for he would 

save his people from their sins. His name would be called "Immanuel" meaning "God 

with us". 

Colossians 3:17 tells us that whatever we do in word or in deed, we are to do it in the name of 

Jesus. 

Jesus said his Father would send the comforter in his name. Look at John 14:26. "But the 

Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things 

and will bring all things to your remembrance." 

In Acts 2:38, the Jews heard the sermon that frightened them because they realized that 

they were responsible for killing the Son of God. Peter went through their history re lating 

how time after time through the ages, God's servants had been persecuted, imprisoned, 

and put to death for the sake of the gospel. Now they had killed the Son of God. When 

they asked what they should do, this is what he said, "Repent and be baptized , every one 

of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you shall receive  

 



the gift of the Holy Ghost. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off 

— for all whom our Lord God will call." 

Those who believed were baptized and 3000 souls were added to the church. 

In Acts 19:5, upon hearing Paul's sermon concerning the gospel of Jesus Christ, 12 people 

were baptized in the name of the Lord and they received the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

In 1 Corinthians 1:12, Paul is teaching the people that men are all equal and the one that 

is to be honored and followed is Jesus Christ. He told them that it wasn't right to have 

quarrels among themselves concerning the one who testified to them and led them to 

believe. Some said they followed Paul; others said they followed Apollos; another said 

they followed Cephas; and still another said they followed Christ. Paul asked them "Who 

died for you?" That is who you need to follow into baptism with! 

The ceremony of baptism can be described with one word, "Identification". In Romans 

6:3-4 it reads like this, "Don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ were 

baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism unto death in 

order that, just as Jesus Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, 

we too may have new life." 

How important is baptism? It is extremely important for it means that you have been 

baptized into Christ; baptized into his death, and buried with him in baptism. Baptism is 

your personal identification that you have accepted Christ as your Savior, and that you 

identify with him with the greatest act of human history, the death, burial, and 

resurrection of the Son of God. Baptism doesn't save you for we are saved by faith alone 

and not by works. See Ephesians 2:8,9. We were created to do good works and salvation 

comes through God's grace to us and by faith and is not something that we do, but God 

extends it to us. When we hear the word, believe the word and obey the word, we are a 

testimony to the world that there is power in the name of Jesus to bring us into a place of 

holiness with God. We didn't choose him; he chose us. John 15:16. If after you have 

heard the word, you desire to accept Christ and become his follower, God has extended 

his mercy to you. A true believer sees people as God's miracle, his handiwork and they 

treat people differently than those who don't know Christ. 

See John 6:44. You cannot come to God without his spirit drawing you. 

John the Baptist refused to baptize some of the people who came to him. See Luke 3:7. He 

called them a generation of vipers and asked them who had warned them of the wrath to 

come. He told them that just because they were proud of being children of Abraham's 

lineage, that wasn't enough for unless they produced fruit of righteousness, they were not 

going to enter the kingdom of God. There were several groups who asked, "What should 

we do?" Each group was given instructions on what they needed to do to show that they 

sincerely wanted to follow Christ and was willing to take up their cross to follow him. As 

you follow the Lord's commandment and example that he set as he also was baptized of 

John the Baptist, let us remember that when we identify with Jesus Christ, our lives, 

 



our hearts, our thoughts will be changed by the power of the Holy Spirit. We must give our 

will over to the Lord Jesus Christ and say as Jesus said in his prayer, "Not my will but thine 

be done: Luke 23:42 

 




