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A good sermon is much like a good recipe; when the ingredients are put together properly, 
it nourishes those who partake of it. There have been many times that I have taken a 
special dish to a family celebration or church event and people have asked me for the 
recipe. I give specific instructions and ingredients, oven temperatures, and only when they 
are followed exactly will the outcome be acceptable. 
Likewise when a person or organization adopts doctrines that are not clearly defined in 
Scripture, there is confusion and often results in false teachings. People who follow them 
believe lies and lose their way. The Bible states that there will come a time that there will 
be a famine in the land. There are many who reject Biblical doctrine. In Amos 8:11, it 
reads "the days will come, says the Lord, that I will send a famine in the land. The famine 
will not be a famine of bread nor thirst for water but of hearing the words of the Lord." 
A friend sent me an article about a "Waffle House" that has prayer before the start of 
every shift. A young person visiting the establishment was so amazed that she took a 
picture of the scene with her camera and put it online with an explanation of what she had 
seen. She mentioned that in our day, there is far less approval of such actions especially in 
the workplace. Sad when someone praying is a rarity. The Ten Commandments are being 
fought over in certain town squares and the argument that it is not acceptable to have 
religious symbols in our government has gained more and more agreement among 
politicians. The more that sin is accepted in society and labeled "good", the less of God's 
word will be delivered with accuracy and conviction. 
If you read the letters that Paul wrote to the churches, one of the things that most 
concerned him was that people would water down the gospel. He spoke about the 
importance of delivering the true gospel and only the gospel that was delivered to the 
saints by the revelation from Jesus Christ and his church should be spread by believers. 
Turn in your Bibles to 1 Timothy chapter 6. Paul starts this chapter by exhorting 
servants to give honor to their master that the name of God and his doctrine be not 
blasphemed. He exhorts the masters not to despise their servants, but recognize them as 
brothers. Do them service because of their faithfulness and beloved partners of the 
benefit. They are equal in the sight of God regardless of their place in life. It matters not 
whether we are woodcutters, mill workers, or executives of large corporations in the sight 
of God. We are to treat everyone with the respect knowing that in the sight of God, all 
men are created equal. Every child that has ever been born and will come in the future is 
worth the whole world to God for Christ died unwilling that any should perish but that all 
should have eternal life. John 3:16. 
Moving forward in the 1 Timothy chapter 6, Paul admonishes that if any teach otherwise, 
and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to 
doctrine which is according to godliness; he is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about 



questions and strifes of words which produce envy, strife, railings, evil surmising, perverse 

disputing of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is 

godliness: from such withdraw yourself. Don't get involved with that kind of corruption. 

Verse 8 reads that "Godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into 

this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and clothing, let us 

be content. But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many 

foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of 

money is the root of all evil; which while some coveted after, they have erred from the 

faith, and pierce themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, 0 man of God flee 

these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 

Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto you are called and have 

professed a good profession before many witnesses". 

Pat Boone, interviewed this past week, stands for the traditional definition of marriage 

and refuses to accept the recent Supreme Court ruling that has broadened the term 

marriage to include any 2 consenting adults. He stated that people who are more 

concerned about wealth and fame than families and country will sell out to obtain it 

regardless of the effect. The Scribes and Pharisees were concerned about the same things. 

In Timothy in verse 13, Paul stated" I give you charge in the sight of God who quickens 

all things, and before Christ Jesus who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession; 

Keep this commandment without spot or blame, unrebukable, until the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ; which in his time, will show that God is the blessed and only Ruler, the 

King of Kings and Lord of lords who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable 

light whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever." In the first 

chapter of this book, Paul wanted Timothy to stay in Ephesus so that he could command 

certain people not to teach false doctrines any longer or to devote themselves to myths and 

endless genealogies. 	Such things promote controversial speculations rather than 

advancing God's work which is by faith. The goal of this commandment is love which 

comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. Some have departed 

from these and have turned to meaningless talk. They want to be teachers of the law, but 

they don't know what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm. If you 

read through the Scriptures you will find references to Jesus rebuking those who refused 

to accept the truth and who tried to keep others from knowing the truth. See Luke 11:52. 

"Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You 

yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who were entering." 2 Timothy 

2:15 warns about false teachers and sets the standard for a worker who doesn't need to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. Paul exhorts Timothy to fan the flame of the 

gift of God which was in him through the laying on of hands. The Spirit of God doesn't 

make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. We need to obey God rather 

than man. 


