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Many people struggle with the fact that there is a holy God who is in control of the 
universe. That struggle is rooted in the conflict between God's righteousness and 
mankind's unrighteousness. He is just and we are unjust. In Isaiah 55:8 it reads like this: 
The Lord says, "My thoughts are not like your thoughts. Your ways are not like my ways. 
Just as the heavens are higher than the earth so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts higher than your thoughts. Rain and snow fall from the sky and don't return 
without watering the ground. They cause the plants to sprout and grow making seeds for 
the farmer and provide bread for the people. The same is true of the words I speak. They 
will not return to me empty. They make the things happen that I want to happen and they 
succeed in doing what I send them to do". Read John 12:20-35. A grain of wheat falls 
into the ground and dies to make many seeds. Jesus made it clear that it was his time to 
receive his glory. Jesus said that He was troubled and wondered if He should ask his 
Father to save him from this time. He answered the question by saying "No, I came to this 
time so I could suffer. Father bring glory to your name." A voice spoke from heaven, "I 
have brought glory and I will do it again." Some people thought an angel had spoken to 
Him. The crowd that was standing by thought it thundered. Jesus let them know that the 
voice was for their benefit, not his. If He was lifted up from the earth, he would draw all 
men to himself. The people said that they thought that Christ would live forever. "Why 
say that that the Son of Man would be lifted up?" Jesus told them that the light would be 
with them for a little while longer so he encouraged them to walk in that light. Believe in 
the light so they would be children of light. 
John 6:43-71 Jesus told the people that he came down from heaven to do what God 
wanted him to do,. not what he wanted to do. Jesus said that God sent him to raise all his 
people on the last day. He must not lose even one of them. Those who believe on the Son 
have eternal life and Christ will raise them on the last day for that is what the Father 
wants. The Jews complained about the fact that Jesus said He was  the "bread of life" and 
that He came down from heaven. They said "This is Jesus, the son of Joseph. We know 
his father and his mother. How can he say 'I came down from heaven'?" Jesus told them 
that flesh doesn't give life. "The words that I speak is spirit and they give life." But some 
of them refused to believe. Jesus knew from the beginning who would believe and who 
would reject him. 
As you read the Scriptures, notice how the words that Jesus spoke affected various people. 
Those who were blinded to the truth and desired to follow their own thoughts responded 
negatively. Fear, hostility and anger were displayed towards God and Jesus, his Son. The 
unjust person doesn't have any desire to be in the company of a just judge. They become 



fugitives fleeing from the presence of One whose glory can blind them and whose justice 
condemns the ungodly. 
Only those who are justified are at peace with God. Romans 8:5-14 tells us that the 
ungodly are at enmity with God. Those who are justified can be comfortable in the 
presence of a holy God. 
Romans 5:1-11 tells us that the first fruit of justification is peace with God. To the ancient 
Jews, peace was precious but an elusive commodity. The Jews longed for peace; they 
longed for the day when the swords would be beaten into plowshares. Isaiah 2:4, Joel 
3:10. 
They watched and waited for the day when the Prince of Peace would come and end the 
incessant hostilities. The longing for peace became so important to them that the word 
"peace" became their daily greeting. We say "hello" and "good-bye" and the Jews say 
"Shalom". 
In John 14:27-31, Jesus told the disciples "I leave you peace; my peace I give you. I do not 
give it to you as the world does. So don't let your hearts be troubled or afraid. You heard 
me say to you that I am going but I am coming back to you. If you loved me, you should 
be happy that I am going back to the Father, because he is greater than I am. I have told 
you this now, before it happens, so that when it happens, you will believe. I will not talk 
with you much longer, because the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over 
me, but the world must know that I love the Father, so I do exactly what the Father told 
me to do." 
Romans 14:17-are Scriptures that guide us in how we should treat people who have 
different beliefs than we do concerning what to eat or what not to eat. Be careful not to 
tear down another person's faith by doing something that might offend them even if your 
convictions are different than theirs. In the kingdom of God, eating and drinking are not 
important. The important things are living right with God, peace, and joy in the Holy 
Spirit. Anyone who serves Christ by living this way is pleasing God and will be accepted 
by other people. So let us try to do what makes peace and help one another. It goes on to 
say that anything that is done without believing that is it right is a sin. 
Ephesians 2:14 says that Christ himself is our peace. He blended both Jews and Gentiles 
one people. They were separated as if there was a wall between them, but Christ broke 
down that wall of hate by giving his own body. The Jewish law had many commands and 
rules, but Christ ended that law. He purposed to make the two groups new as one people 
in one body and to bring them back to God. Christ did all this with his death on the cross. 
Christ preached peace to those who were far from him and also those who were near to 
him. It is through Christ we all have the right to come to the Father in one spirit. Non-
Jews are no longer strangers or foreigners but all of his people are citizens together with 
God's holy people. You belong to God's family. In chapter 3 of Ephesians, Paul goes on to 
explain that this was a well- kept secret, but now it has been revealed that God purposed 



to make a church for himself by inviting "whosoever will" to come and dine with him. 

Paul realized that God had called him to spread the good news that Christ died for all and 

may partake of the blessing of being part of the body of Christ and to share together in the 

promise that God made in Christ Jesus. 

Colossians 3:12-17 says "Let the peace that Christ gives control your thinking because you 

were called together in one body to have peace. Always be thankful!" 


